


	
NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Newland Parish Council meeting held at The Beauchamp Community at 7.00pm on Tuesday 20th  May 2025

Present: Cllrs H Jeavons (Chair), S Patterson, F Victory, C Hegenbarth, T Sabin (from 7.30pm), J Tinklin (co-opted
item 9/25)
 Clerk – J Barker. PPW – D Furlong 

01/25	Election of Parish Council Chair for 2025/26 and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
	Cllr Jeavons was elected chair for 2025/26.

02/25	Election of Parish Council Vice Chair
	Cllr Sabin was elected vice-chair for 2025/26.
    
03/25	Apologies – None (Cllr Sabin had advised he would arrive late)

04/25 	a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda - None
 	b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests – None
	c) To consider any written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests – None.

05/25	Public Forum – Not required.

06/25	Reports from representatives of other bodies

Cllr Patterson (pc representative to Madresfield Relief in Need Charity) reported that the charity had seen an increase in requests for assistance over the past year. 

Mr Furlong reported he continues to check the parish paths and there are no particular problems to report at the present time. 

The Chair reported she had again been approached by representatives of Madresfield Parish Council to discuss potential merger. The matter was discussed and the issue of the two parishes being in different District and County Council wards was raised. The logistics of a merger to be looked into and the Chair to arrange a meeting with Madresfield Parish Council to discuss further. 

07/25 	To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held 18th March 2025 and 11th February 2025. 
Approved unanimously.

08/25	Updates on matters arising in previous minutes not otherwise listed on the agenda. None.

09/25	To consider applications for co-option. An application was received from parish resident Ms J Tinklin who was co-opted unanimously. Ms Tinklin signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting. 

10/25	Replacement of bus shelters on Worcester Road (destroyed in arson attacks) 
Two of the three wooden parish bus shelters were destroyed in arson attacks in the early hours of 25th April and 7th May. The losses have been reported to West Mercia Police and Zurich Municipal (parish council insurers). Quotes for replacements are currently being sought. Residents have expressed a strong preference for wooden shelters to be installed before the winter. Measures to protect the new shelters from future attacks were considered – Cllr Victory to look into this and report back. 





11/25	Planning 
a) Applications received. 
The following application was received after the agenda had been published and was considered at this meeting to meet the submission deadline.
	MHDC reference
	Location
	Details
	Recommendation

	M/25/00743/FUL
	326 Worcester Road 
Malvern 
WR14 1BD
	New signage and shopfront.
	Refusal on the grounds of illumination and the consequent disturbance to neighbouring residents. 



b) Decisions received – None.

12/25	To consider a request for funding from PPLAN (Preserving Powick Landscape and Nature)
	Following discussion, the request for funding was declined for the following reasons:
· Such a donation may not reflect the views of Newland residents, who have expressed concerns about the details of the application but not the idea in principle.
· The limited budget for grants and donations coupled with financial uncertainty following destruction by fire of two of the parish bus shelters.
· Concerns over political issues. 
The Chair agreed to respond to the applicant. 

13/25	Policies and Documentation review
1) To review Standing Orders (approved 17/03/24) - Noted
2) To review Financial Regulations (2024) – (approved 06/07/2024). Noted.
3) To review and agree the Parish Council risk assessment plan – noted and approved.
4) To review and approve Parish Council insurance cover for 2025/26. – A quote of £241 from Zurich Municipal was reviewed and approved.

14/25	Finance and Governance matters
1) To receive the final draft accounts for 2024/25 – Received and noted.

2) To receive and note the Annual Internal Audit report 2024/25 – The internal audit report from Duffy Regan was reviewed and noted.
.
3) To approve and sign the AGAR section 1 Annual Governance Report 2024/25
Resolved – approved and signed. 

4) To approve and sign the AGAR section 2 Accounting Statements 2024/25
Resolved – approved and signed.

5) To approve and sign the Certificate of Exemption 2024/25
Resolved – approved and signed. 

6) To appoint Duffy Regan as Internal Auditor for 2025/26
Resolved – approved.

7) To confirm authorised bank signatories – Cllrs Jeavons, Hegenbarth, and Sabin. J Barker – clerk. Confirmed.

8) To review the asset register. Reviewed and noted. 

9) To note and approve the schedule of accounts payable.
Staff costs			April 2025						£239.43
Worcestershire CALC	Annual fee						£252.11
Duffy Regan		Internal audit 2024/25					£60.00
Zurich Municipal		Insurance premium 2025/26				£241.00



10) To note the receipt of £4974.04 in CIL funds in relation to the development at Newland Court.
Noted. There will be no discussion on the use of CIL funds until the issue of bus shelter replacement has been resolved. 

15/25	Councillors reports and items for future consideration. None

16/25	Date of next meeting – Parish Council meeting scheduled for 15th July 2025.






Signed	...............................................	(Chair)		Date	...............................................		  
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