



NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Newland Parish Council meeting held at The Beauchamp Community at 7.00pm on Tuesday 16th July 2024

Present: Cllrs H Jeavons (Chair),  T Sabin, F Victory, C Hegenbarth. 
PPW - Mr D Furlong. Clerk – J Barker
    
16/24	Apologies – Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Patterson

17/24 	a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda - None
 	b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests – None
	c) To consider any written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests – None.

	Note – Cllr Victory is a MHT trustee but has received formal consent to discuss and vote on item 24/24.

18/24	Public Forum – Not required.

19/24	Reports from representatives of other bodies.
Mr Furlong gave an update on the parish footpaths. He had not been able to walk some of the paths due to the wet weather, but no problems were reported. He is keen to develop another footpath loop with gates rather than stiles and circulated a map of the route he will be following up with WCC. 

Cllr Jeavons had attended the MHDC Standards Committee representing CALC.

20/24 	To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held 21st May 2024. 
Approved unanimously.

21/24	Updates on matters arising in the previous minutes (not otherwise listed on the agenda)
· The overgrown verge on the Worcester Road has been cut. 
· All three parish bus shelters have now been treated.

22/24	To consider applications for co-option. None
 
23/24	Planning 
a) Applications received.

	MHDC Ref
	Application details
	Location
	Recommendation

	M/24/00641/S106
	Application to modify requirements relating to legal agreement dated 26/01/22 associated with planning application 20/00590/FUL
	Newland Court
Worcester Road
Newland, 
Malvern
WR13 5BA
	Approval – note 1.



Note 1 – As it appears unlikely that work will proceed on this development unless the requested modifications are approved the parish council regretfully recommends approval. The parish council requests that work on the development proceeds without further delay to avoid further deterioration of the building. 

b) Decisions received.
Appeal Ref: APP/J1860/W/24/3338915 Land at Stocks Lane, Newland, Malvern, WR13 5AZ. Permission in principle for the erection of up to 5 houses. – Appeal dismissed.
	
c) Updates on ongoing planning matters. None


24/24	To consider a parish council response to the Malvern Hills Trust public consultation.
Agreed - Whilst appreciating the need to reduce the number of trustees, the parish council is concerned about the proposal that six of the twelve board members be appointees. The council takes the view that the balance should be in favour of locally elected representatives. The council also expressed strong concern about the breadth of the additional powers proposed for the board of trustees. 
	
25/24	To adopt the following policies and procedures.
a) NALC Model Financial Regulations 2024 – adopted and signed. 
b) NALC Model Code of Conduct – adopted and signed.
c) Data Protection policy – carried forward to the next meeting.		

26/24	Finance
a) To approve the schedule of accounts payable.

Staff costs		May  (inc. expenses)					£263.28
D Cowell		Bus shelter maintenance					£50.00
Zurich Municipal	Insurance 24/25						£241.00
Staff costs		June (inc reimbursements HMRC Q1 £171, ICO £40
			Microsoft 365 £59.99)					£509.52
D Cowell		Bus shelter maintenance					£100.00
C Hegenbarth		Reimbursed – wood treatment for bus shelters		£18.00
Lengthsman 		May/June						£306.00

Payments approved unanimously. 

Note – insurance premium exceeds the quote approved at the meeting held 21/0/24 by £27 (£241 rather than £214 due to precept banding)
	
27/24	Other reports and items for future consideration

	The clerk noted an email from the Network Rail requesting that overgrown vegetation on the approaches to the Newland level crossing be cut down. WCC Lengthsman Scheme managers have approved the work – as required in cases of work in close proximity to level crossings under the terms of the scheme but noted that the hedges in the vicinity are private and the Lengthsman should seek the permission of the householder before proceeding. The council agreed that the Lengthsman should be instructed to proceed on this basis. 

28/24	Date of next meeting – scheduled for Tuesday 17th September 2024
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