




NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Newland Parish Council meeting held at The Beauchamp Community at 7.00pm on Monday 24th February 2025.

Present: Cllrs H Jeavons (Chair), C Hegenbarth, S Patterson, F Victory (from 7.45pm)
Mr D Furlong (PPW), 2 members of the public, Clerk – J Barker

62/24	Apologies – None

63/24 	a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda – None
 	b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests – None
	c) To consider any written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests – None.
	
64/24	Public Forum.
Two parish residents spoke on application M/24/01781/FUL and the following matters of concern were discussed at length. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk191807647]Access to the site, in particular large vehicles such as school coaches accessing the proposed amenity/educational area, will result in access and safety issues for residents, especially on narrow lanes. 
· Concern that noise from the site will affect residents in nearby housing at all hours of the day and night and will disrupt wildlife and other animals (including domestic pets and the nearby animal rescue centre). It was noted that measures to mitigate this have been proposed, but doubt was expressed that it will be sufficient. 
· Concerns about the safety of the site. It was noted that the developers do not intend to follow fire service guidance, which is a concern given the new and potentially insufficiently tested technology. 
· Concern that the amount of electricity to be gained from the site is insufficient given the very large area of land to be used.
· Concern that the mitigations offered (installation of bat boxes etc) will not make up for the biodiversity lost due to the removal of natural hedgerow habitats. 
· Concern over pollution, including to Careys Brook. 
· Concern over contamination of land when the site is decommissioned.
· Concerns over the works to the A449. Digging from 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 8am to 1pm on Saturdays for nine months, along with associated lane closure and traffic management will cause significant disruption to movement on the main corridor between Great Malvern and Worcester will potentially significant commercial and social/residential disruption. 24hr working as carried out on motorways and railways would be preferable and see the work completed far more quickly.
There is also insufficient information on the existing cabling and utilities for work to be started. The routing of cabling through trenches across farmland rather than along the roads was suggested as a less disruptive alternative. 
· Concern that this work is not coordinated with the significant proposed work to the Newland roundabout as part of the SDWP development, which will also result in long-term major disruption.

Mr Furlong (Parish Paths Warden) noted that the application intends to use the trackway leading from Pins Green to Braces Leigh Farm. The Newlands section of this trackway is subject to a Definitive Map Modification Order application to reinstate the Public Bridleway, which is currently with WCC. He is in discussion with the Ramblers Association on whether it might be possible to request the addition of a condition to the application that the rights of way of the bridleway be affirmed. The Parish Council fully supported the inclusion of this condition.




65/24	Planning 
a) Applications received.

	MHDC Ref
	Application details
	Location
	Recommendation

	M/24/01781/FUL

	Construction of a solar farm and battery energy storage system together with all associated works, equipment and necessary infrastructure.
	Monksfield Farm, Monksfield Lane, Newland, Worcester, WR13 5BB
	Comment as per
Note 1



Notes  1. Planning application response: Comment.
Whilst fundamentally agreeing with the need to develop new and sustainable energy sources, the Parish Council is unable to support the application as it currently stands for the reasons stated in minute 64/24. 

66/24	Date of next meeting – scheduled for Tuesday 18th March 2025. 





Signed ……………………………………….		Date ……………………………………….
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