



NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Newland Parish Council meeting held at The Beauchamp Community at 7.00pm Tuesday 16th November 2021.

Present:	Cllr Jeavons (Chair), Cllr Westbury, Cllr Patterson, Cllr Tinnion
Mr M Everitt (PPW), Cllr Askar (MHDC), Cllr K Wells (MHDC), two members of the public, J Barker (clerk)
		 								
51/21 Apologies 	Cllr Yapp, Cllr Hegenbarth, Cllr T Wells (WCC & MHDC)

52/21	a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests in items on the      agenda												None
	b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests					None
		
53/21	Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21st September were proposed by Cllr Patterson, seconded by Cllr Westbury, and approved unanimously. 

54/21	Reports from representatives of other bodies 
 
	PPW – Mr Everitt reported that he had received no complaints about the paths in the Parish since the last meeting. Newland NW-512 has now been waymarked and there are signs of regular use. He noted the decision not to attempt to claim public access to the track from the A449 layby towards Braces Leigh made at the September meeting, and together with a member of the public presented additional evidence from the 1950s that the track was in public use as a bridleway at that time, but public usage had not been claimed.

	Considering the new evidence Cllr Jeavons proposed the parish council support the plan to pursue public access and place a notice in the Grapevine calling for residents who have used the path during the past 25 years to come forward in support, and this was agreed unanimously. Mr Everitt agreed to provide the clerk with an appropriate notice. 

	Malvern Hills District Council – Cllr K Wells provided an update on news from MHDC and the SWDPr. On behalf of the parish council Cllr Jeavons thanked Cllr T Wells and Cllr Tinnion for their contribution to the Remembrance Day service at Worcester Cathedral.

	Malvern Hills District P&TC Forum – Tackling the climate emergency. Cllr Westbury provided a short report noting the availability of online tools to calculate parish and district carbon footprints and information on habitat restoration and the MHDC Carbon Zero fund.

55/21	Updates on matters arising in previous minutes. No updates

[bookmark: _Hlk44948626]56/21 Finance 
a) Accounts passed for payment:
 Nest		Pension (Sept)								£13.98
 J Barker		Clerk – October	 (inc Q2 HMRC payment £114.60 reimbursed)		£274.26
  
	Payments proposed by Cllr Westbury, seconded by Cllr Tinnion, approved unanimously.
	
b)  To consider the budget and precept for 2022/23
 The clerk had circulated year to date and projected year-end expenditure figures and an estimated budget of £4727 for 2022/23, and these were discussed. Cllr Jeavons proposed the budget be accepted, Cllr Tinnion seconded, agreed unanimously. It was decided that a final decision on the precept for 2022/23 be deferred to the January meeting when the council has further information and the tax base.

57/21 To consider applications for co-option
	 There have been no applications to date so the matter is carried forward to the next meeting.

58/21 Planning 
a) No new applications

b) Decisions received from MHDC
21/00788/HP	Pinns Green Farm	Removal of derelict outbuilding and 	Approved
construction of outbuilding for ancillary purposes by dependent
relatives in association with the main dwelling house.

21/00495/HP	St Ives, Monksfield Lane 	Rear extension & alterations	Approved

59/21 	     Other reports and items for future consideration

a) Local council awards scheme
Cllr Tinnion had circulated a paper summarising the three levels of award obtainable in the Local Council Award Scheme. Following discussion Cllr Jeavons proposed the council pursue the Quality Award (cost £80). Cllr Westbury seconded, agreed unanimously. Cllr Tinnion to lead with support from the clerk.

b) VAS data
Cllr Westbury had circulated data for northbound traffic on Stocks Lane from July 1st and September 30th (excl. 38 days when the unit had no power). The data showed an average of 1486 vehicle movements per day and an 85th percentile figure of 33mph, and the results were discussed. He agreed to provide data quarterly.

c) Other reports
Councillors have been approached by residents regarding a possible planning breach at a property on the A449. A 4ft fence has been erected on the verge outside the property and members of the public have raised concerns about this presenting a potential traffic hazard and about the possibility that a business is being operated from the site. The Chair proposed that enquiries be made with MHDC Planning department regarding the ownership of the land and for their view on the possible road safety issue. Agreed unanimously. 

Councillors noted possible infringements of planning consent in relation to renovations to two properties in the parish. It was agreed that the matters should be referred to MHDC planning.

The practice of replacing garden hedges with substantial brick walls was discussed. One such instance where this has resulted in an increase in the size of the plot has been referred to MHDC by a local councillor and is being investigated. It was agreed that the removal of hedges and trees should be discouraged on environmental grounds.

The increase in boundary lighting in the parish was discussed. It was agreed that whilst many people favour lighting for security purposes, in some instances boundary lighting illuminates the highway rather than the property. It was suggested that this matter, and environmental issues generally, be a discussion topic at the next annual parish meeting.

60/21	Date of next meeting – The next parish council meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th January 2022 7.00pm in the Boardroom, The Beauchamp Community.






Signed	...............................................	(Chair)		Date	...............................................		  
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