


NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Newland Parish Council meeting held at The Beauchamp Community at 7.00pm on Tuesday 20th January 2026.

Present: Cllrs H Jeavons (Chair), S Patterson, J Tinklin, T Sabin, Cllr C Hegenbarth, Cllr Filer (following co-option   item 67/25), J Barker (Clerk)
    
65/25	Apologies – Received and accepted – Cllr Victory.
            
66/25 	a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda – None
 	b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests – None
	c) To consider any written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests – None.

67/25	To consider applications for co-option. 
An application was received from Mr D Filer. After consideration Mr Filer was co-opted to the parish council and joined the meeting.
	
68/25	Public Forum - Not required.

69/25	Reports from representatives of other bodies.
	WCC Cllr McSweeny had given apologies and provided a short report noting his awareness of the recent collision on Stocks Lane and confirmed he is looking into what can be done to improve safety on this road, including addressing the worst flooding issues. Cllr Victory had also reported she had raised this issue with both Cllr McSweeny and Harriett Baldwin to ask that they put pressure on the police and Highways to take action to improve safety on this road. 

70/25 	To approve the minutes of the Parish Councils meeting held 18th November 2025. Approved.

71/25	Updates on matters arising in the previous minutes (not otherwise listed on the agenda)

· Replacement of bus shelters on Worcester Road. The clerk reported that licences were still awaited. As soon as these have been signed the shelters will be ordered. 

· New PC domain, email addresses, and website. The new parish council website and gov.uk email addresses are live. Councillors were asked to ensure their new email addresses are operating as all email communication will switch to the new addresses imminently to ensure compliance with current regulations. 
The clerk requested that any items for the website, including photos, be forwarded to her. 
The Chair suggested an engagement event to launch the new site – to be followed up at the next meeting. 

· Banking issues:
a) Lloyds have changed the parish council bank account from a Treasurers account to a Charity account. Following lengthy calls with Lloyds it appears that when the account was originally set up the bank believed the council to be related to the church. They have confirmed they are in the process of converting it to a Community Account but as of today this has still not been actioned.
b) Issues with online banking continue. Several payments have been set up but there appears to be an ongoing problem with authorisation. The clerk and authorised signatories to ensure the process is operating correctly as soon as possible.
 
72/25	Planning 
a) Applications received.
Noted M/26/00040/CCO. Discharge of condition 8 (Design Principles) of outline planning permission 15/01625/OUT, and M/26/00010/CCO. Discharge of Condition 6 (Phasing Plan) of planning permission 15/01625/OUT Parish council is not a consultee. Ends 6/2/26.
The Chairman noted that a revised version of the SWDP has been issued and she had been invited to a meeting to view it. To report back to the next meeting. 

b) Decisions received - None

73/25	Finance 
a) To note the schedule of accounts payable. (inc VAT where applicable)
Staff costs (& reimbursed expenses) - November			£322.61
Staff costs (& reimbursed expenses) - December			£317.66	
Beauchamp Community – Rent 2026				£180.00

b) To discuss and approve the budget and precept for 2026/27.
Following a review of the current financial position and the expected expenditure next year the budget was approved and a precept request of £6300 agreed. 

74/25	To discuss the following highways concerns raised by a resident:
a. Traffic speed and road safety on Stocks Lane following a recent serious accident. 
The ongoing issue of road safety and measures to promote safer driving and lower speeds on Stocks Lane (referred to in 69/25) were discussed at length, including possible increased VAS and speed camera use and the extensive contact with the Safer Roads Partnership on this issue over many years. Concern was raised that the VAS battery may need replacing – the clerk to follow up with the Lengthsman. The police had been invited to the meeting but were unfortunately unable to attend. They will be invited to the next meeting and the issue carried forward to then. It was noted that there may be further information on the cause of the latest accident by that time which will help to inform actions. 
b. The need for measures to improve the flow of traffic attempting to join the A449 (Malvern direction) at the Old Worcester Rd (Swan) junction. 
The issue was discussed and all agreed that this has been a problem for many years. The works to the Newland roundabout in relation to the SWDP development will likely have a significant impact and possibly improve traffic flow at this junction and the parish council should reference it in its response to any road layout consultations received. 
c. Concern that the view for drivers turning right into the Stocks Lane service road from the Worcester direction is restricted by the large bollard.	
The matter was discussed. It was agreed the junction should be checked for anything restricting the view of oncoming vehicles and that the bollard is standard size and not unnecessarily large for the location.
75/25	To consider submitting a parish council response to the Malvern Hills Trust call for evidence in relation to their new land management plan for the five-year period April 2027 – March 2031. No additional response required. 
	             
76/25	Other reports and items for future consideration – None.

77/25	Date of next scheduled meeting – Tuesday 17th March 2026.




Signed ……………………………………….		Date ……………………………………….
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