


NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Newland Parish Council meeting held at The Beauchamp Community at 7.00pm on Tuesday 17th March 2026.

Present: J Tinklin, T Sabin, Cllr C Hegenbarth, Cllr Filer. 
In attendance Cllr McSweeny (WCC), J Barker (Clerk)

In the absence of Cllr Jeavons Cllr Sabin – vice chair – chaired the meeting. 
    
78/25	Apologies – Apologies from Cllr Victory received and accepted.
            
79/25 	a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda – None
 	b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests – None
Cllr Sabin was reminded to send a copy of his ROI to MHDC copying in the clerk. The clerk to supply another copy for him. Cllr Patterson also needs to submit his. 
	c) To consider any written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests – None.

80/25	Public Forum - Not required.

81/25	Reports from representatives of other bodies.
No reports but it was noted that Mr Furlong has resigned from his role a PPW. The clerk had written to thank him for his service on behalf of the council.

82/25 	To approve the minutes of the Parish Councils meeting held 20th January. Approved and signed. 

83/25	Updates on matters arising in the previous minutes (not otherwise listed on the agenda)

· Replacement of bus shelters on Worcester Road. Signed licences have been received from MHT and the contractor previously approved has been contacted and confirmed the price is as stated in the quote previously provided. The clerk, Cllr Tinklin and Cllr Hegenbarth held an initial site meeting with him today. An installation date in early May is expected. 

· New PC domain, email addresses, and website. All councillors present confirmed that their .gov.uk email address is working and the clerk advised parish council communication should all now be through this channel. 

· Ongoing issues with online banking. Following another call with Lloyds the parish council account has now been switched to a Community Account. However, it has still not been possible to process an online payment. This is in part because the Lloyds online payment process does not comply with the recommended parish council payment workflow whereby the clerk raises the payment and it is then authorised by two councillors. Hence it is recommended that the council consider opening an account with Unity bank, which is widely used by parish councils and is more suited to a parish council workflow. See minute 85/25/b.

· Highways issues and speeding Stocks Lane. The matter was discussed with input from County Cllr McSweeny. Another accident had taken place recently involving a vehicle turning right out of Madresfield Road onto the A449. Concern was expressed regarding vehicles turning right from this junction due to limited breaks in the flow of traffic from Worcester and the steady stream of vehicles approaching from the Malvern direction, with the view for the driver pulling out being limited due to the bend in the road. The possibility of stopping right turns from this junction was discussed though it was acknowledged that this would send more traffic past the Beauchamp Community, which would also be problematic. Cllr McSweeny offered to provide funds for an additional VAS from his 26/27 annual allowance, though the current speed limit of 60mph on this road currently precludes VAS installation. He also agreed to refer the issues discussed to WCC Highways. 



84/25	Planning
a) Barratt Homes consultation – Newland Development. The developers had distributed a leaflet outlining details of the proposed first phase of building. Concern was expressed regarding the number of public car parking spaces provided for the community centre. 
Barratt Homes had offered an online meeting with councillors to discuss concerns – the clerk to confirm the council would like to take up the offer to meet. 

b) Applications received. Item deferred. In order to give councillors further time to view the applications an additional meeting was agreed for Monday 23rd March. 

	Application Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Recommendation

	M/25/02016/FUL

	Land at Os 8095 5040
Malvern Rd, Powick
	Erection of 3 detached dwellings, new vehicular access, and associated works.
	Deferred to 23/03

	M/26/00009/RM
	Land at Os 7936 4870
Worcester Rd, Newland
	Reserved matters application for infrastructure for site development, inc 
main access spine 
and bellmouths to individual 
development parcels following outline planning permission ref 15/01625/OUT
	Deferred to 23/03

	M/26/00008/RM
	Land at Os 7936 4870
Worcester Rd, Newland
	Reserved matters application following outline planning permission. 
15/01625/OUT relating to details of appearance, landscaping, layout and 
scale in relation to the part of the site to provide new office building, parking, and associated landscaping for WCC Depot. 
	Deferred to 23/03




c) Decisions received – 
Chapel Hill Solar Farm - Following the refusal of planning permission by Malvern Hills District Council in November 2025, RWE Renewables has taken the decision not to pursue an appeal. As a result, the proposals for Chapel Hill Solar Farm will not be progressing.

85/25	Finance 
a) To note the schedule of accounts payable. (inc VAT where applicable)
Staff costs (& reimbursed expenses) - January			£322.61
Staff costs (& reimbursed expenses) - February			£309.17
Malvern Hills Trust – Licence fee					£25.00
Malvern Hills Trust – Licence fee					£25.00

b) To consider moving the Parish Council Bank Account from Lloyds Bank to Unity Trust
Following discussion of the issues raised in item 83/25 it was agreed unanimously that an account be opened with Unity Bank and all parish council monies and business transferred. The clerk to action once the year end work has been completed. 

86/25	To approve the parish council IT policy – as required under AGAR 2025/26 Assertion 10. Following circulation, the policy was approved unanimously for immediate adoption. 
87/25	To consider holding a Security and Smart Water marking drop-in session at the Beauchamp Community.
	It was agreed this would be a good idea. The clerk to pass details to Cllr Filer who will liaise with West Mercia Police. 



88/25	To consider a Parish Council response to the Local Government Reorganisation Consultation.
	Following discussion, it was agreed that the council supports the creation of two unitary councils, one serving the north or Worcestershire and one the south as per the Transforming Worcestershire plan. It was felt that this gave residents more autonomy over decisions affecting their local area. 
	             
89/25	Other reports and items for future consideration – it was agreed that the clerk’s hours and pay should be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

90/25	Date of next scheduled meeting – Additional planning meeting Monday 23rd March 7.00pm, Annual Parish Council meeting (7.00pm) and Annual Parish Meeting (6.30pm) Tuesday 19th May 2026.





Signed ……………………………………….		Date ……………………………………….


222

2

